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esting to learn just what was intended by the monster described as an 
alligator by Mr Simms, for we can hardly imagine that the Crows know 
what an alligator is. It is presuma bly merely an ' ' under-water ' ' monster. 
The collection is a very interesting contribution to our knowledge of 
a little-known tribe. George Bird Grinnell. 

The Exploration of Jacobs Cavern, McDonald County, Missouri. By 
Charles Peabody and W. K. Moorehead. Phillips Academy, An- 
dover, Massachusetts, Department of Archaeology, Bulletin I. Nor- 
wood, Mass. : The Norwood Press, 1904. 8°, iv, 29 pp., 11 pi., 
map. 

This publication, the first of what gives promise of being a note- 
worthy series of memoirs from a recently established but already important 
archeological museum, gives the result of careful research in Jacobs 
Cavern and is a satisfactory description of American caves as a whole. 
The text is elucidated by a plan of the cave floor, laid off in sections of 
one meter, and by several half-tone plates. It is regretted that the illus- 
trations of the implements unearthed are not of higher grade, for with- 
out consulting the text it would be impossible to determine, even ap- 
proximately, the material of which they are made. The results of the 
work in Jacobs Cavern is similar to that of American caves generally east 
of the Mississippi. It was not so rich in material as others have been, and, 
like every other cave thus far investigated, it failed to give satisfactory 
evidence of any great age of human occupancy or any evidence at all of 
the presence therein of the remains of an extinct fauna such as have been 
found in certain instances in Pennsylvania. In Jacobs Cavern the bones 
of many wild animals were found, as were evidences of human burial, 
but the only suggestion of great age thought to have been brought forth 
was in the shape of certain artifacts and in the discovery of a breccia 
which the writers appear to think indicated ancient human occupancy. 
Geologists, however, have demonstrated that this combination of wood 
ashes and carbonate of lime, called breccia, and often containing arti- 
facts, may fonn in a comparatively short period. The discovery of 
this formation, so well known in many of the caves of Europe that have 
produced evidences of a long period of human occupancy in association 
with a fauna now entirely extinct, raises the expectation among Ameri- 
can archeologists that further investigation may develop a similar period 
of cave occupancy by man in this country ; in fact, this similarity of con- 
ditions in the surfaces of American caves with those of Europe and the 
few feet in depth to which any considerable excavation has been made in 
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America, appear to promise favorably or future important American dis- 
coveries. It is in the caves, if anywhe e, that we may look for a determi- 
nation of the earliest period of human occupancy of this continent for the 
evolution of artifacts, the direction of the earlier aboriginal migrations, 
and possibly the origin of the human race itself. 

The suggested difference in the shape of the implements found in 
Jacobs Cavern from those found in its neighborhood may be explained in 
many ways other than as indicating age. This is emphasized by the find- 
ing of pottery, of ground stone implements and of a minie ball and the 
bones of domestic animals. Like puzzles have been met by others. For 
example, silver-plated copper buttons, a jack-knife, a padlock, and other 
objects of metal were found by the reviewer at Cavetown, Maryland, in 
the same horizon as that of the oldest objects unearthed, all of which 
makes the ultimate solution of the problem one of extreme interest to 
archeologists. 

In America, where the consensus of opinion is directly opposed to the 
recognition of a paleolithic as distinct from a neolithic age, the use 
of the term " neolithic implements " is of rather questionable propriety. 

Joseph D. McGuire. 



